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25X1 /Memorandum for: 


25X1 mOM: 


SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 


Acting Deputy to die DCI for Collection Tasking 


01 rector j PH0T1NT Tasking office 

Defense Reconnaissance Support Program (DRSP) 

D/DCI/RM Memo to til, Same Subject, 
dtd 17 September 1930 


1 The referenced memorandum ^a:; not coordinated with the PT0, and 
I do not know if other CT$ element:! saw It. j believe that it reflects 
a misunderstanding of the] intent arid the practical consequences of the 
DRSP in concept and the iqipl icatior s of the current status of tne URSr. 

2. There are, of course, some legitimate DoD concerns about 
national support, to militiiry opera! ioic.l forces which serve as an 
impetus to this project. We must recognize also that the Secretary o! 
Defense has authority and] responsiBil : i.y to n»et those needs. On the 
other hand, there are many ways fof D-,D to address those needs without 
undercutting the DU responsibilities and authorities. TheJUiiP *s not 
a benign structure. It it, by design . n my opinion, a structure a 
will severely erode centr al ized ina ipa.q rtnppT . of tit cL. mOSt expehY<vc rJ and 
most i mpor tant eierrentjpT. thfiJaa t ignaJ — i r-te-1 1 i genee-capab-i 1 i ty . 

3 The practical co nsequence! in the near term^o f the DRSP will 
be to reduce the avail abi HTp OpI jMnpowpTlJ L ^ftadce theJURP . The 
program offices will havqlheir assi gned pg rs cuuael^^ con Ujac^ors 
directed to worfc on op t i tins f or ino - Si f'i cation and augme ntation __ot_nfltiona I 
systems. The pr^graTn'offlicei', cer tainly Program A, wi 11 be d i reefed' to 
u £^T~their resources, to work on DRS ■* proposal-!. This will mean a degradation 
of the quality of support to Jthe op erating M0 s ystems. I could go on 
tcT spell this out in greater "defalf to cover a period of b- 10 years hut 
that is not necessary, "ijhe irresil.tibile temptation to raid the NR0 
resources is too obvious to requir:? c|.? tailed .explanation. 

4. The other point ’to note il; the long- term erosion of theJ3CJ 
authorities and the comrqpt of ce«y.rci i i zed i .< naqem6ot of . the exp ensive 
NRCTres’ources . 1 am not .alarmed W change £pr se, but 1 am alar gjed by 

trrg-Tnyfff riencies and increased njUUonul expense i mplicit ioJ. n i s 
proposal . The correspondence on t|ii subject leaves me with the impression 
that we - are siniply accepting the iliev it.obi I i>j,y of the DRSP as presently 
defined. This is not inevitable, j It: can and should be resisted in its 
present form. I | ; 
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5. ~I reconn«nd that ]tne UCI D urced to marshal a major effort hy 
CTS, RMS, 06C, ai)d 0LC to resist th Dl Sf . The project should be 
organized to run over a 3-£ month period, involve the PRC(I) and the 
Congress, and a cons i derail e investfien;. of tiro: by tte DCI. 
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